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https://www.forcep.eu/newsfeed

On January 16, 2023, the Study Visit 1 for the FORCEP project commenced in Novo Mesto, Slovenia,
marking the beginning of an intensive exploration into the complexities of unemployment and social
exclusion within the European Union. As participants arrived throughout the day, they were warmly
welcomed and accommodated at Hotel and Apartments Ravbar, providing a comfortable setting
conducive to meaningful discussions and collaborations. In the evening, the atmosphere was further
enhanced as attendees gathered at GostiSCe Loka for a welcoming dinner, setting the tone for the days
ahead of fruitful exchanges and shared insights.



https://www.forcep.eu/newsfeed
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The primary objectives of the Study Visit were meticulously aligned with the project's overarching goals,
emphasizing the development of the subject and the exploration of e-consultation and e-initiatives as
essential tools for fostering active citizenship. Participants eagerly delved into discussions surrounding
the reasons for unemployment and the formidable obstacles faced by those affected. With a focus on
understanding the multifaceted nature of unemployment, particular attention was paid to the study of its
root causes and the profound effects exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic.

The following morning, participants gathered at the Municipality of Novo Mesto — City Hall, where they
were greeted with welcome speeches and a comprehensive presentation elucidating the project's
objectives and agenda. Emphasis was placed on the Sustainable Urban-Development Strategy for Novo
Mesto, offering valuable insights into local initiatives aimed at addressing unemployment and social
exclusion. Subsequently, participants embarked on a enlightening journey to the RIC NM (Development
and Education Centre Novo Mesto), where they engaged in a study visit focused on exploring good
practices in combating unemployment and empowering socially excluded groups.

Presentations at the RIC NM showcased innovative approaches and successful initiatives, sparking
dynamic discussions and idea exchanges among participants. Themes such as citizenship activation
methodologies and policy adjustments due to COVID-19 were explored in depth, paving the way for
collaborative strategies aimed at fostering social inclusion and economic empowerment.

After a nourishing lunch at Gostilnica Barba, participants transitioned to the Development Centre Novo
Mesto: Business Incubator Podbreznik and Europe Direct Point for further engagements. Here,
discussions centered on EU policies and programs related to environmental protection, highlighting the
interconnectedness between environmental sustainability and socio-economic development. The
presentation of LabTop provided valuable insights into cutting-edge initiatives driving positive change in
the region, inspiring participants to explore innovative solutions to address the challenges of
unemployment and social exclusion.

The day concluded with a captivating walking tour of Novo Mesto's Old Town, offering participants a
glimpse into the city's rich history and cultural heritage. As the evening drew to a close with a delightful
dinner at GostiS¢e Loka, participants took the opportunity to unwind and reflect on the day's learnings
and experiences, forging lasting connections and deepening their commitment to the project's
objectives. As participants retired to their accommodations, eager anticipation filled the air for the
insightful engagements planned for the following days of the Study Visit. With a renewed sense of
purpose and determination, participants prepared to continue their journey towards fostering active
citizenship and combating social exclusion within the European Union. The composition of the
participants included unemployed people, stakeholders and partner leaders.

The Agenda for Study Visit 1 - Unemployment and Social Exclusion: A Challenge for the
European Union is presented below:

Date: January 16th - 18th, 2023

Venue: Novo Mesto, Slovenia

Day 1 — January 16th

All Day Arrival and accommodation of participants at Hotel and Apartments Ravbar.

20:00 - Welcome Dinner at Gostis¢e Loka.

Day 2 — January 17th

Before 9:00 Breakfast at the hotel.
Walk to the Municipality of Novo Mesto — City Hall.

9:30 — 11:00 Arrival at the Municipality of Novo Mesto — City Hall.
Welcome speeches and project presentation.

Introduction to the Sustainable Urban-Development Strategy for Novo Mesto.
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11:00 — 11:30 Walk to RIC NM (Development and Education Centre Novo Mesto).

11:30 — 12:30 Study Visit at RIC NM
"Good practices in combating unemployment and empowering socially excluded groups”.

Open Thematic Discussion, Q&A and Reflections on unemployment and its role in the European
agenda and policy, where EU policies about facing unemployment

12:30 — 14:00 Lunch at Gostilnica Barba.

14:00 — 14:30 Transfer to Development Centre Novo Mesto
Visit on Business Incubator Podbreznik and Europe Direct Point.

Presentation and Discussion on labour issues and on citizenship activation methodologies.

14:30 — 15:30 Development Centre Novo Mesto: Business Incubator Podbreznik and Europe
Direct Point.

Resentation and Discussion on EU policies and programs about environmental protection.

15:30 — 16:00 Transfer back to the City Centre.

16:00 — 17:00 Arrival at Novo Mesto Old Town.
Walking tour of Novo Mesto.

19:00 Dinner at GostiSce Loka.

Day 3 — January 18th
Before 11:00 Breakfast at the hotel.

Checkout and departure of participants from Hotel and Apartments Ravbar.

Dissemination and Publication’s Links on the organizations/municipalities’ websites:

https://www.fifty-fifty.gr/forcep

https://www.asel.ro/forcep

https://kalnik.hr/projekt-forcep-sastanak-u-sloveniji/

http://www.nevladnik.info/si/novice/?id=18851

https://www.comune.penne.pe.it/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&layout=edit&id=1206

https://westpannon.hu/news/287 -forcep-meeting-in-novo-mesto

https://crea360.es/proyectos/proyectos-fondos-europeos/

https://www.comune.penne.pe.it/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&layout=edit&id=1204

Dissemination and Publication’s Links on Social Media:
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=887049810123420&set=a.623775123117558

https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story fbid=pfbid02V6uY CtsPUSfV3KnLY86uKQTVpq9hjvm
wwbWb2MaZZRUbPFbctxnanm81v90g74tUI1&id=100068303142528

D2.3 Report on reasons of unemployment and effects from COVID19 is available at:
https://www.forcep.eu/thematic-events.
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